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About the Botanic Garden (CUBG) 
CUBG research aims to increase our understanding of the diversity of plant life, in order to 
support efforts to conserve plant biodiversity and to maximise the sustainable use of plants to 
support mankind. Research conducted in the Garden focuses on plant evolution & 
systematics, and conservation & sustainability, but the Garden plays an important role in 
supporting plant science more broadly. Its research collections, facilities and horticultural 
expertise are available to anyone in the University, e.g. recently: Depts. of Archaeology, 
Architecture, Computer Science, Earth Sciences, Engineering, Geography, Plant Sciences, 
Zoology and the Sainsbury Laboratory. External collaborators include Anglia Ruskin University, 
John Innes Centre, Microsoft Research and other universities and research organisations. 

About the Sainsbury Laboratory (SLCU) 
Research at SLCU is focused on understanding how plants develop and function as self- 
organising structures. The fundamental discoveries it makes in both plant science and plant-
microbe interactions help to deliver science solutions that improve sustainable crop 
production. Current research topics at SLCU include: plant branching and architecture, plant 
hormones and signalling, plant temperature signalling, signalling and cellular changes during 
plant-microbe interactions. 
Our visit will include an introduction to CUBG and its aims by Dr Sam Brockington (Curator), a 
tour of the Garden with Sally Pettit (Head of Horticulture) and, in SLCU, a discussion on the 
role of botanic gardens in a post-genomic era of research. 

Concurrent International Garden Photographer of the Year Exhibition (Autumn Garden), the 
world's premier competition specialising in garden, plant, flower and botanical photography. 
 
 
The Practicalities 

Numbers: 30 max. 
Duration: about 2½ hours, ending in time for lunch at CUBG Cafe (at your own cost). 

NB If you wish to join in our (group) lunch, you must tell me by email by Friday 20th May. 
Cost: £10 a head (which includes CUBG entry fee) – paid in advance: 
• by cheque payable: to “CSAR” posted to John Grieve at 18 Meadow Lane, Newmarket, 

Suffolk CB8 8FZ; or 
• by e-banking: sort code: 40-52-40  a/c no:  00021400  ref: “CUBG-(your surname)” 

If you wish to come:  RSVP by Friday 20th May (N.B. it’s “first-come-first-served”) 
Email: John Grieve, CSAR Visits Coordinator at john.grieve@cambridgevetgroup.co.uk, or 
Phone: 07802-183357 (leaving a clear message with your name and phone number if it goes 
to voicemail). 


