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Keeping the Lights  
on in 2050: 

How can we do it and 
what will it cost? 

 
7.30 p.m., Monday 21st January, 2013 

Wolfson Lecture Theatre, Churchill College, Storey’s Way, Cambridge 
 
 Lecture: 

• How easy is it to get off our fossil fuel habit? 
• How does our current energy consumption compare with our 

sustainable energy options? 
• How can we make energy plans that add up? 
• This talk will offer a straight-talking assessment of the numbers, 

and will present the DECC 2050 Pathways Calculator 
[http://tinyurl.com/2050decc]. 

 
 
About the Speaker: 
 

David MacKay FRS is a Professor in the Department of Physics at the University of 
Cambridge.  His best-selling book, "Sustainable Energy - without the hot air" 
[www.withouthotair.com], has been described as "a tour de force" (The Economist), "a must-
read analysis" (Science magazine), and "this year's must-read book" (The Guardian).  In 
2009, he was appointed the Chief Scientific Advisor to the UK Department of Energy and 
Climate Change. 
 

 
 
CSAR lectures are open to all, and free to all members  
and students:  non-members are asked to make a 
contribution of £3.00. 
 
 Coffee and biscuits are available in the Wolfson Foyer from 
around 7pm.   
 
 For further directions see  
 www.chu.cam.ac.uk/about/visitors/directions.php  
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